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the Spanish dowry. Charles was still keener on this point. ^Vhen he was thirteen his sister had seemed to him a dazzling creature, and now he longed to rescue her in her misfortunes, if not by his marriage with an unknown Catholic princess, then at the point of the sword. Either way he would try his manhood and escape from the timid policy but domineering rule of his father. He found an unexpected ally in this emergency ; his father's favourite, George Villiers, Marquess of Buckingham.
This man had not yet won the envious hostility to be expected from his astonishing rise to power. He had come to London to seek his fortunfe in 1614, a poor Leicestershire squire of twenty-one, and had the luck to appear at Court just when James's former favourite was falling into disgrace. James liked beautiful, gay young men more than women and wine, though he was very fond of wine. Villiers's quite outstanding beauty is the one point on which all his contemporaries are agreed, and most of them, even his enemies, admit his gracious, modest manners and flowing affability to all men. What neither James nor the courtiers at first realised were his warlike and patriotic ambitions, or he might not have been so speedily created Lord High Admiral as well as Master of the Horse and Marquess of Buckingham. He at once set about repairing the Navy, which had been allowed to rot for the last fifteen years, reforming abuses and spending money with all the public spirit of one who is not going to spoil the King's ships for a halfpennyworth of tar, and whose own income has been changed overnight from hundreds into tens of thousands.